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and their settlement in Italy and even on the southern coasts
of France. The imperial fleet of Charlemagne and Louis the
Pious no longer existed, and the Italian cities had not perfected
their navies; Venice was unable to keep the Moslems out
of the northern Adriatic. Temporarily, too, the Byzantine
fleet was eclipsed, and suffered successive defeats. Crete
found a base for Moslem " corsairs " to dominate the Aegean.
Dawn of a But, though the tenth century opened in this ominous
bri£ht?r fashion, there were almost immediately signs of a brighter
outlook for Christendom, except in Spain. The year 911 was
marked by great happenings. Charles the Simple, by the
treaty of St-Clair-sur Epte, ceded to Rollo the nucleus of
what was to become the duchy of Normandy; the energy
of the Northmen, turned constructive, established a strong
frontier-State, which protected France from the danger of
further raids. In the same year, the English won a victory
over the Danes which began the reconquest of the Danelaw,
and led ultimately to the uniting of England under a single
king in 954. And, again in 911, the last Carolingian king
of Germany, Lewis the Child, died; the way was prepared
for a stronger regime, which was realised when the first of
the powerful Saxon dynasty ascended the throne eight years
later. In Italy, in 915, the Moslems were decisively defeated
on the Garigliano, and lost their permanent footing on the
Italian mainland. Moreover, they suffered from their internal
dissensions, and only in the Caliphate of Cordova was their
strength unimpaired. Slowly the Eastern Empire recovered,
and was able in the second half of the century to regain the
command of the Aegean. So, while the history of Western
Christendom in the ninth century is mainly concerned with
destruction and disintegration, in the tenth century there is
a cessation of destruction and a revival of order: the con-
struction of a new framework of government, especially in
Germany and Italy, and a renewal of civilisation, which was
not to be followed again by reaction. The year 911 marks
the beginning of the change; and already in the previous
year an event had occurred of great moment for the future—
the foundation of the monastery of Cluny.
Of all these happenings in or about the year 911, each
of which was a factor in the creation of a new age, the most
important was the foundation of a powerful dynasty in

